
 

 
 
Father and Son Reconciled 
  
Amazing! That’s all we could say after listening to the beautiful testimonies of a reconciled father and 
son. We all left the Cracker Barrel in Briceville, Tennessee, praising God for all he has done and is doing 
in their family. Austin and Justin Smith are now living for Christ and love to tell the story of God’s grace. 
 

Austin, the father, lived a life of drug addiction for a number of years. On June 16, 2004, his actions 
landed him in jail and then prison. After a fews weeks of freedom he was right back inside eventually 
earning his freedom in April of 2013. But not before the Holy Spirit reminded him of his earlier conversion 
and the need for repentance and faith.  The Lord began to change Austin in a radical way.  One of his 
best friends inside said of him, “He was one of the truly authentic believers and was definitely used by the 
Lord to help lead me to Christ.” 
  
But, during this time behind the walls, his son, Justin, was struggling with growing  up without a father. 
During Justin’s teenage years Austin was absent which left Justin adrift in his own drug habits.  Justin 
remembers his hatred for his father with it climaxing at his high school graduation.  “He wasn’t there for 
me and that made me very angry.” 
  
Thankfully, on January 2012, the Lord used Austin’s prayers for his son to turn Him to Christ and adopt 
him into the family of God.  Justin wrote his dad and told him the good news. Their relationship was 
supernaturally revived as the Lord began a good work that would glorify God for years to come. 
  
Austin is now managing properties and providing for his family: wife, Patty, and daughter Tiffany.  They 
attend church in Briceville. Justin is working at a local factory and is also a faithful church member.  
            
As we broke bread together at the Cracker Barrel, it was a pure delight to watch these new creations 
share stories of God’s grace and mercy, and most of all to see the love they have for each other as they 
laughed and rejoiced in their completely restored relationship. 
  
Please pray for them as they follow the Lord and work hard to be witnesses in Briceville. The Smiths are 
no longer living a life of sin and despair, but are a living testimony of God’s redemptive love and grace. 
  
For the King and His Kingdom, 
Rick Allen 
Richard Jennings 
Harvest Prison Ministry 
Phil. 1:8       

 


